
TEWKSBURY DEMOCRATIC TOWN COMMITTEE MEETING 

SATURDAY, MAY 30, 2020 

Virtual Meeting Minutes 

Call to Order 
Cathy Dwyer called to order the meeting at 10:06am. 

 

Roll Call 
Marie Sweeney conducted roll call to determine which members were part of this virtual meeting. 

MEMBERS & ASSOCIATES: 

 

GUESTS: 
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Rita C. O'Brien Dee 

Mary-Ann O'Brien Nichols 

Marie P. Sweeney 

Cathy M. Dwyer 

Robert F. Demers 

Lorna Marie Garey 

Ruth Joan Unger 

Donna J. Gill 

Joseph P. Gill, Jr. 

Bridget Lyn Garabedian 

Donna M. Bell 

Maureen Kelledy 

Amanda Kate Carroll 

Julie L. Naughton 

Sandra L. Creamer 

Patrick M. Nichols 

Laura L. Harrington 

Karin Theodoros 

Bonnie Marie Page 

David Allen Robertson 

Nicole C. Burgett-Yandow 

Linda Darveau 

State Rep Tram Nguyen (18th Middlesex) 

State Senator Barry Finegold 

Jamie Belsito, 6th CD 

Angus McQuilken, 6th CD 

Matt Chilliak, Moulton. 6th CD campaign 



 

We have a quorum to proceed with this meeting. 

 

Guest Speakers/Question & Answer 
The following elected officials and surrogates spoke during our meeting: 

State Senator Barry Finegold 

Candidate for US Congress - Angus Mcquilken 

Surrogate for US Congressman Seth Moulton - Matt Chilliak 

Candidate for US Congress - Jamie Zahlaway Belsito 

State Representative David Roberston 

State Representative Tram Nguyen 

 

Approval of Minutes 
The April meeting minutes will need to be amended as three attendees were presented but not in the 

minutes document.  The secretary, Lorna Garey, will make the corrections.  

Marie Sweeney made the motion to pass the amended April meeting minutes and Bob Demers second 

the motion.  It passed unanimously.  

 

Treasurer’s Report 
Bob Demers questioned why the bank account for the Tingle event was not in the treasurer’s report.  

Mary-Ann O'Brien Nichols explained that the event account (opened for the Tingle event) is still open 

and has a $0.01 balance currently.  There was agreement that the event account should stay active but 

should be included in future treasurer reports. 

Mary-Ann O'Brien Nichols stated that our current balance is $3,550.43.  There is still one outstanding 

check for the Youth Skating donation.  Mary-Ann is hoping that check gets cashed soon. 

Marie Sweeney made the motion to accept the treasurer’s report and Joe Gill second it.  It passed 

unanimously.  

 

Report from the Chair 
Announcements: 

The Town of Tewksbury is still looking for poll worker volunteers for the upcoming elections this 

year.  If you are interested in helping out, please contact the Town Clerk’s office. 

Congratulations to Amanda Carroll for her Board of Registrar Appointment.  

Congratulations to Laura Harrington for her Librarian Award 

Town Halls:  

State Rep Tram Nguyen continues to have frequent town halls.  She and her team 

advertise them via her Facebook page and her newsletter.  

If anyone knows of other upcoming town halls, please let the Cathy Dwyer know. 
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Tom Moloney, Finegold Aide 

Joshua Troop, McQilkin campaign 



Ballot Question – Victoria Ireton 

Victoria reached out to Cathy Dwyer regarding the need for signatures for the ballot question – 

Financial Aid for Nursing homes.  A total of 20,000 certified signatures need to be collected by June 17th. 
The sponsor of this ballot question is the Senior Coalition.  Victoria works with them.  If you are 

interested in adding your name and signature to this ballot initiative, please click on this link - 

https://www.maseniorcoalition.com/sign 

Food Pantry – Donation request: 

Previously, a motion was put forth for a $500 donation to the local food pantry.  The initial motion was 

made by Bob Demers.  

Given the increased need as a result of COVID19, Mary-Ann O'Brien Nichols offered a friendly 

amendment to the motion to increase the donation to $1,000. 

Bob Demers was in agreement to this friendly amendment. 

Bridget Garabedian suggested we do an internal food drive in conjunction with the donation.  We can 

offer both a drop off day and pick up option.  In addition to food items, we could also accept cash 

donations.  Bridget offered to create a flyer for this effort. 

Donna Bell stated that food pantries need items like cereal for kids, mac & cheese, and peanut butter 

and jelly are always good options to donate. 

Both Maureen Kelledy and Lorna Garey offered to help be part of the group who picks up items. 

State Rep Dave Robertson asked that no one brings self-prepared food unless it is for the volunteers.  All 

donation items should be sealed.  He also suggested toiletry kits (i.e. toothpaste, shampoo, soaps, etc.) 

The new motion is now a $1,000 donation to the Tewksbury food pantry which was made by Bob 

Demers and second by Joan Unger.  The motion passed unanimously. 

2020 Elections - Rita O’Brien Dee: 

Cathy Dwyer read a letter from Rita O’Brien Dee regarding a potential effort to send postcards to our 

Tewksbury neighbors (friend to friend approach) to help elect Joe Biden as president.  Rita has done this 

type of work in past elections and feels strongly that this type of work is needed as we get closed to the 

November presidential elections.  A request is made by Rita for the Democratic committee to pay for the 

printing and stamp costs 

Cathy Dwyer suggested the need for a subcommittee for this project.  Rita O’Brien Dee would be the 

Chair.  Timing for this project would be September/October timeframe. 

A question was raised as to whether other candidates on the Nov ballot should be added to these cards. 

After some discussion, it was decided that this project should just focus on the presidential election. 

Joan Unger brought up a concern that this project is only focused on Massachusetts.  Her feeling is that 

Joe Biden will likely win Mass.  She feels there are other states more important to focus on. 

Nicole Burgett-Yandow agreed with Joan on this.  She mentioned that there are other organizations 

working in battleground states around the country that we could look at.  She gave the example of Vote 

Saves America as one such organization - votesaveamerica.com/states.  

Marie Sweeney believes that the Tewksbury Committee should be doing work in our own town as way 

of making a stand.  It is fine for each member to individually be helping out in other parts of the country. 

Joe Gill agrees with Marie.  He pointed out how well Trump did in Tewksbury back in 2016. 

A motion (via the letter) has been made by Rita O’Brien Dee for this project and absorbing the printing 

and mailing costs.  Joe Gill second the motion.  It was passed with only Joan Unger as No. 
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https://www.maseniorcoalition.com/sign


A motion was made by Lorna Garey to accept the Chair’s report.  Donna Bell seconded it.  It passed 

unanimously. 

 

 Old Business – Budget Committee/Dues 
At the April meeting, Cathy Dwyer as Chair created the Budget Committee with Mary-Ann O'Brien 

Nichols as the Chair and Brent Conway and Julie Naughton as committee members. 

A discussion ensured on the topic of budget and dues: 

Mary-Ann O’Brien Nichols stated that a bill should be sent out to members including members who 

cannot make the meetings. 

Bob Demers stated that we need to have a budget discussion before discussing dues.  What are our 

expenses?  We may not know all of them. 

Joe Gill stated that this is not the right way to go.  What are our re-occurring expenses?  Typically, these 

expenses would be items like phone bills, etc.  Joe does not think we need a committee. 

Mary-Ann O’Brien Nichols stated that our expenses are not re-occurring.  They are mostly donations.  

Bob Demers respectfully disagrees.  We should be able to go back over what we have spent and put 

these items in categories.  One category could be memorials.  He does not expect to have this work 

down to the penny.  Bob is not opposed to raising dues, but is it needed? 

Donna Gill suggested capturing in-flows and out-flows of the committee’s money.  She does not think 

we need a major budget nor does she think this work should confine us when it comes to spending. All 

of this data should be readily available. Donna has done work like this in prior roles and offered to help 

with this analysis.  

Mary-Ann O’Brien Nichols stated that this type of analysis is done for the breakfast – expenses vs ticket 

sales. 

Marie Sweeney suggested the focus should be on a financial statement instead of a budget.  What is 

needed is disclosure.  We do not need a budget like the one for the Town of Tewksbury.   Marie 

suggested changing the name of the committee from budget to financial committee.  

Cathy Dwyer stated that the request is more of an analysis.  The committee can pick a timeframe for the 

analysis.  The committee can come back to the full committee with analysis and suggestions.  The full 

committee has final say. 

Joe Gill agrees with Marie.  Use the term Financial Committee. 

The Chair officially changes the name to the Financial Committee and adds Donna Gill as a member of 

the committee.  Cathy suggests reaching out to neighboring Town Committees.  She asks the committee 

to come to a future meeting with their findings and ideas. 

The Chair makes the motion to make these changes and Marie Sweeney seconds it.  It passed 

unanimously. 

 

Old Business – Library Mini-Golf Fundraiser 
Lorna Garey let the committee know that the Library mini-golf event has been cancelled until next year. 

The Tewksbury Democratic Committee has made a $350 donation for this event.  

Lorna wanted to know if we wanted the library to keep the donation or provide a refund due to the 

cancellation of the event. 
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The donation would still benefit the library this year with or without the event.  Even though many of 

the enhancement programs offered by the library, like the outdoor concerts, are not happening, the 

library will continue to support the community. 

Joe Gill does not want a refund.  The money should stay with the library. 

Mary-Ann O’Brien Nichols questioned whether this topic should be one take on by the newly formed 

Finance Committee.  Both Donna Gill and Rita O’Brien Dee disagree with this. The question should be 

addressed by the broader committee. 

Bonnie Page stated that the donation should stay with the library since we have already voted on this to 

make the donation. 

Bob Demers agrees with both Donna Gill and Bonnie Page. 

Bridget Garabedian stated that the donation will continue to support the library now. 

A motion was made by Marie Sweeney for the $350 donation to stay with the library.  Lorna Garey 

second the motion.  It passed unanimously. 

 

New Business 
Bob Demers wanted to bring up funding a scholarship program.  Does not have to be immediately 

decided or even in 2020.  He sees this more as a long-term goal.  Bob stated that this program could 

provide us with outreach to seniors in high school.  The Wilmington Democratic Town Committee has a 

scholarship program. 

Marie Sweeney does not think the Massachusetts Office of Campaign and Political Finance (OCPF) would 

allow a democratic town/city committee to have this type of program.  She is not sure how other town 

committees offer these scholarships.  She believes that Andover may have a scholarship program. 

Joe Gill agrees with Marie on this item.  He suggests that the newly formed Financial Committee should 

discuss this item.  Maybe there is a way to broaden the offering of this program. 

Cathy Dwyer stated that a program like this could be used for outreach to bring in high schoolers of 

voting age to our future caucuses.  

Bob Demers asked that the Committee continues to explore this idea and also to check with OCPF. 

 

Bridget Garabedian inquired about surveying the membership on what each member thinks the role of 

the Affirmative Action and Outreach Advisor should be.  Bridget is also interested to see if the role 

should be expanded beyond one person.  

Donna Gill suggested that she survey not just the membership but also our State Reps.  Dave Robertson 

is a member and would be surveyed.  But Tram Nguyen is not.  She should be included.  

 

Adjournment 
Our next meeting is scheduled for Saturday, September 12, 2020 @10 AM.  Location – TBD 

Cathy Dwyer asked about a summer social.  Date and details will be coming out in the next couple of 

months. 

A motion was made by Bob Demers to adjourn the meeting at 12:44pm.  Marie Sweeney seconded it.  It 

passed unanimously. 
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