
TEWKSBURY DEMOCRATIC TOWN COMMITTEE MEETING 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 12, 2020 

VIRTUAL MEETING MINUTES 

 

 

Welcome Speakers 
Cathy invited guests to speak at 10:05. 

 

Rep. Tram Nguyen thanks the committee for its support thus far in the campaign. She has had an 

eventful first term and is working to keep people informed, including tweeting Gov. Baker’s press 

conferences. Tram is seeking our help on phone, text and postcard outreach as well as visibilities and 

other ways to replace the in-person events that cannot be held now. If you would like to help with her 

reelection effort, please contact Donna Gill or see her website: https://www.votetram.com/ 

 

Jo Marie O’Mahoney is a Wilmington selectperson and chair of Rep. Dave Robertson’s campaign. Jo is 

active in the community, including We Are One Wilmington, and works for DCF. Jo met Dave thru Rep. 

Miceli, and she is taking a lead role in his campaign. They are doing socially distanced standouts, 

including at the Farmer’s Market, as well as door hangers and phone banking and are looking for 

volunteers. Dave has a Republican opponent from Tewksbury, and Jo says he has been putting out 

misinformation. They will do a virtual drive-thru fundraiser 10/3 at Liz Carey’s and would appreciate any 

support. Visibilities will be Sat. 10 - 12 in Tewksbury and they are looking for four to six people to hold 

signs in a responsible way.  

 

Jo will also drop off dear friend cards. The state GOP is targeting Dave’s seat. 

 

Committee member Rep. Dave Robertson added that he has a great mix of volunteers and interns. Local 

7 Ironworkers are supporting Dave today. He says he has the insight to work on the new fire station and 

Rt. 38 improvements.  
 

Tom Mahoney spoke on behalf of Sen. Barry Finegold. Tom says the race is about supporting Tram and 

Dave as the senator does not have a Republican opponent. He says the collaboration among the 

delegation is very effective for Tewksbury.  

 

John Berkowitz, founder of Western Massachusetts Death with Dignity, spoke on the issue of 

compassionate aid in dying. He spoke on behalf of the Death With Options act to allow terminally ill 

people who are mentally capable to choose death with dignity at the end of life. John says the main 

opposition to this act is from the Catholic church and that calling this “assisted suicide” is a misnomer as 

terminally ill people want to live but are faced with great pain and suffering.  

 

Former Sen. L’Italien was the sponsor of this bill several years ago. Tom says the bill has safeguards to 

ensure no disbled person is coerced. A key component of the law is that a person must be physically and 



mentally able to take the medication themselves. For more information go to 

www.westernmassachusettsdeathwithdignity.org  

 

That concludes the guest speakers. 

 

Call to Order 
Cathy called the meeting to order at 10:38  

 

In attendance: Donna Bell, Amanda Carroll, Brent Conway, Bob Demers, Cathy Dwyer, Bridget 

Garabedien, Lorna Garey, Donna Gill, Joseph Gill, Laura Harrington, Maureen Kelledy, Bill Mansaur, Julie 

Naughton, Bonnie Page, David Robertson, Marie Sweeney, Karin Theodorous, Joan Unger Harmon, Mary 

Mansau, Madhu Narayan 

 

We have a quorum. 

 

Agenda: 
Approval of Minutes  

Clerk will correct the spelling of Bob Demers’ last name. 

Motion: Brent Conway    Second: Donna Gill 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Balance: $2,422.43 

Bob Demers asks about the second account opened for the Jimmy Tingle event and says that the 

account should either be reported on or closed.  

Mary Manseau asks about dues. The finance committee has not yet met but will get a meeting on the 

books and will develop a policy on dues. 

Motion to accept: Marie Sweeney  Second: Bonnie 

Opposed: Bob Demers based on the report representing only one of two accounts. Treasurer is asked to 

report on all open accounts. 

 

Announcements: 

We had to cancel the Unity breakfast for 2020, unfortunately. Mark Ginsberg offered us the large room 

in the TCC, but the executive committee felt people would not feel safe. Cathy also reached out to other 

towns and cities and they likewise have canceled as candidates will also not feel safe 

 

We received a thank you letter from Tewksbury Community Food Pantry thanking the committee for a 

$1,000 donation and the large amount of food collected at our successful food drive.  

 

Cathy Dwyer addressed a letter that she as chair sent to the Tewksbury Board of Selectmen in regard to 

the formation of a Human Rights Coalition. As this perfectly aligns with the Mass. Democratic Platform, 

Cathy sent the letter to the BoS. She explains that in hindsight she should have sent the letter to the full 



committee. We had no response from anyone on the BoS except one member until last week when 

Mark Kratman objected to not being notified or having had a vote.  

 

Cathy offered to issue a retraction. 

 

Joe Gill says the board should have been notified, and that is a lesson for the future. He is against the 

idea of sending any retraction. 

 

Brent Conway echoed Joe Gill’s statements and pointed out that we have executives for a reason and 

we do not meet monthly. He fully supports the letter and wrote a similar one himself. He finds the 

reluctance of the BoS to address this matter disturbing. 

 

Julie Naughton agreed that in the future the chair should send a notification. 

 

Karin Zaroulis believes we could have called an emergency meeting. 

 

Joe Gill says the motion should endorse the actions of the chairperson. Bill Manseau agrees. 

 

Bob Demers says he also sent his own letter. He heard back from two selectmen. He asks what was 

Mark’s concern. Cathy responds that she heard from Mark last week via email. Bob also asks that in the 

future, an email be sent out either before or immediately after, as he understands the time issue. He is 

against a retraction and believes that the sentiment of the letter is very much in line with who we are as 

Democrats. 

 

Cathy acknowledged the committee’s concerns, takes the matter very, very seriously and in the future 

will ensure notifications are sent. 

 

Brent points out that the letter does not state that it was written on behalf of or is from the committee. 

It was signed solely by Cathy Dwyer as Chair. 

 

Joan Unger agrees and thinks we have beat this to death, she loves the letter and thanks Cathy for 

sending the letter. Mary Manseau agrees and thanks Cathy for sending the letter.  

 

Motion to end discussion: Joe Gill   Second: Marie Sweeney 

 

Debate 

The committee is cosponsoring with the TRTC a debate between Rep. Dave Robertson and challenger 

Alec DiFruscia. Dave asks that the committee carefully consider submitting questions, and to think about 

questions that might come up from the opposition to help with debate prep. The committee is asked to 

send questions only to Cathy as Lorna Garey (as organizer) and Dave should not have access to the 

questions in advance. 

 

Resignations 



Mark Kratman has resigned from the committee to devote more time to economic development. 

Vinny Fratalia, former vice-chair of the committee, has also resigned from the committee. 

 

Motion to accept resignations of both Mark Kratman and Vinny Fratalia with regret and thanks for their 

years of service: Marie Sweeney    Second: Bonnie Page 

 

Discussion on motion: 

Bob Demers states that he is shocked and very saddened that these two members are leaving. Marie 

points out that when a letter of resignation is tendered it is typical to formally accept it. Marie asks 

whether we need to notify the town clerk as committee members are elected; she also suggests that we 

notify the State Democratic Party.  

 

Bonnie asks about an election for a new vice chair and two openings on the committee. The state party 

prefers but does not mandate that the new vice chair be of the opposite sex of the chair. 

 

Mary asks about associate members being given priority. Bonnie asks whether we will have the election 

at the next meeting. Cathy would like to have that election at our next meeting. 

 

Motion passed with one person in opposition. 

Bob Demers is opposed to the motion to accept the resignations.  

 

Endorsements 

Rep. Tram Nguyen, Rep. Dave Robertson and Sen. Barry Finegold have formally requested the 

endorsement of the committee.  

 

Motion to endorse Tram: Donna Bell   Second: Bonnie Page 

Unanimous 

 

Motion to endorse Dave: Bonnie Page  Second: Mary Manseau 

Passed with one person in opposition. 

Brent Conway opposed. 

 

Motion to endorse Barry:  Marie Sweeney   Second: Donna Bell  

Unanimous 

 

Letter sent: 

Dear Representative Nguyen/Representative Robertson/Senator Finegold, 
 
I am happy to report that the Tewksbury Democratic Town Committee overwhelmingly voted to 
endorse you for your reelection to the House at their September 12th meeting. Please let me 
know how we can be of assistance to your campaign. 
 
Sincerely, 



Cathy Dwyer, Chair 
TDTC 
 

 

Campaign Support 

Cathy points out that our job as committee members is to help get Democrats elected. She hopes that 

everyone will have an opportunity to help out, whether by writing postcards/dear friend, visibility, 

phone banking or other activity. 

 

On the federal level, Massachusetts normally gets no lawn signs from the campaign as they go to red 

and swing states. We can buy Biden/Harris lawn signs for $5 plus tax. Cathy hopes to have the signs 

soon. She will send an email when they are in hand and make arrangements to distribute them. 

 

Joe Gill thinks the committee should absorb the $200 for the signs. 

Motion that committee pays for the 40 signs that have been ordered but that the committee will accept 

$5 as a donation per sign: Joe Gill    Second: Marie Sweeney 

Unanimous 

 

Motion to accept the report of chair: Joe Gill    Second: Julie Naughton 

Unanimous 

 

Old Business 

Previously Rita O’Brien Dee had suggested the committee purchasing Dear Friend cards for Biden/Harris. 

This will be an expensive undertaking and given delays in postal delivery may not be effective. The lawn 

signs may replace the postcards.  

 

Joe Gill agrees, and Marie Sweeney suggests we can convert some to standout signs. Cathy suggests we 

do some as card stock to be more easily made into standout signs. She will ask the printer.  

 

Madhu suggests we talk about the ballot questions. Cathy attempted to get someone to come talk about 

the questions and will continue to try to get someone to speak. Joan was able to share a contact to 

request yard signs. 

 

Julie makes a motion to authorize Cathy to purchase 20 card-stock signs to make 10 standout signs. She 

will consult with the printer on the best way to do this. Left to the discretion of the chair. 

Motion to expend funds on signs: Julie Naughton    Second: Marie Sweeney 

 

New Business 

Maureen Kelledy says Maura Healey is having a virtual event on Tuesday Sept. 15 from 5:30 - 6:30. 

While donations are accepted, they are not required to attend, and she will be happy to send out the 

link.  

 

Motion to adjourn: Joe Gill    Second: Bonnie Page 



 

Meeting adjourned at 12:09 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


